464                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           THE  HOME  OF  MANKIND
who came to take the place of the old slaves and who now form
one-third of the total population.
During the war when we learned more geography and in a
shorter space of time than we had ever done before (to forget most
of it just as rapidly when we were no longer under any necessity
of knowing where Kut-el-Amara and the Isonzo might be located)
it was quite customary for the younger generation to switch from
German (which soon was to be a dead language anyway) to
Spanish, on the ground that there was " a great future for that
language in South America." That future did not manifest itself
while die actual fighting was going on. Indeed, businessrtrans-
actions with that vast continent suffered a very serious slump.
Afterwards we discovered the reason. All the technical details
of foreign trade in Peru and Brazil and Ecuador, and whatever
these other countries might be called, had thus far been entrusted
to patient little German clerks who were supposed to be familiar
with that sort of thing, which was most unfortunately beyond the
mental reach of their employers. When South America joined
the Allies (for most of them had a few German ships in their
harbours and needed loans) these poor Teutonic ink-slingers had
been sent to concentration camps, and the foreign correspondence
of those South American commercial establishments had come to
a sudden end, to be resumed as soon as peace had been declared
and the Fritzes were back at their ledgers.
Gradually the truth then began to dawn upon us. Although
South America is a continent of tremendous natural wealth, it
is so hopelessly underpopulated and in many respects so far behind
> the rest of the world that at least another half-century must pass
before it can be of the slightest value to any one except the few
rich families who retain their possessions from the days of Spanish
domination or who gained them afterwards in their quality of
uncle or nephew to one of the quick-change South American
presidents.
Now if in the present volume I devote only a few pages to
South America, do not suspect me of anti-Latin feelings. On the
contrary, being of northern descent myself, I am able to appreciate